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Francophone Paper: The case of Senegal’s history of peace
Topic: Factors behind Senegal’s long history of political peace and stability
Description of the topic
Most West African countries, especially Francophone have been known with one common feature, which has also negatively portrayed them, violence and a history of political instability. Over the years, these countries have been marred with political violence, civil wars, ethnic conflicts, and military coups. This has threatened the peace and prosperity of the countries in the West African and Central African regions. Most refugees from African come from the north and West African countries. Those who come from the West and Central Africa try to move to Europe or America in search of better life and protection of their lives. Their countries have become extremely dangerous and uninhabitable for them. It sounds crazy that one would run from his or her home country to go to another strange place because the place they have known as home for decades has become uninhabitable. The political violence cases in the West African Francophone countries like Mali, Democratic Republic of Congo, Republic of Central Africa, and Burundi have been characterized by a political culture that is very different from what has been experienced and seen in Senegal.
Despite its neighbors tumbling into violence and political instability, Senegal has always stayed safe and peaceful for decades since its independence in 1960. Their elections have been very different with most African countries, whether Francophone or otherwise. Therefore, what is sets Senegal apart from the other Francophone countries in West and Central Africa? This will be the main focus of my research.
Why Senegal?
As mentioned in the previous paragraph, Senegal is different in terms of political culture, which has defined the other aspects of the society that revolve around political experiences and practice. Most African countries, especially the Francophone nations are similar in many aspects, ranging from religion to cultural practices and that is why they are categorized into different regions. For instance, those from West Africa share similarities in terms of cultural practices and ethnic composition. Other similarities also include the political nature, with many of them being characterized by violence and long history of political instability. This is the perception that someone outside Africa or this region would get and it would be difficult to convince them otherwise. This is because, for many years, West African region, especially the Francophone countries, political stability has been a history and a theory that can never be realized. Whether one talks about the genocide in Rwanda in 1992, Mali’s longstanding violence, Cameron’s long-serving leader who does not want to leave office, or even constantly emerging ethnic conflicts in the Democratic Republic of Congo, Burundi, and the Central Republic. All these countries are sharing the same fate of political instability, which has been part of their culture for many years since independence from the French colonial regimes.
However, in the middle of this violence and chaos, there is a unique country that has not been stained by the unstable political culture, Senegal. For someone who is not aware of the African countries, especially in West Africa, Senegal is not famous and one may not easily notice it because of the long history of violence that has been used to characterize the other Francophone countries. Therefore, exploring this topic would expand on what factors are behind Senegal’s long history of peaceful and stable democracy in a region that has been marred by nothing short of ethnic tensions, civil wars, and military coups. This will also help understand how the other Francophone countries in the region can emulate and learn to create a safe home for their citizens.
Senegal’s peaceful history has been largely attributed to the founding leaders of that nation. The founding leaders like Leopold Sedar Senghor, the first president of Senegal who set the political foundation that has since been embraced by other leaders who came later (Leichtman, 2019). Senghor laid the first and strong democratic political foundation through his administration and his personal characteristic. For example, after reigning for 20 years, he voluntarily resigned and since then, Senegal has had peaceful elections with smooth power transitions that other Francophone countries in the region do not practice. Most of these nations have leaders who want to die in power and it takes a military coup to remove them. Whenever a military coup occurs, it creates tension within the borders, which results in civil wars and ethnic conflicts. This results in instability and violation of civil rights.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Also, contrary to other Muslim states that have been marred with violence and instability, Senegal is 94% Muslim and the Sufi Islam is the dominant culture, which also dominates the economic and political areas. And yet, they still manage to hold democratic elections and political processes that do not plunge the country into chaotic experiences. Senegal is diverse in terms of culture and religion just like the other states, but the coexistence between these different communities and groups has forged peaceful prosperity that even developed countries, where racism still exists, can emulate. This coexistence between the majority and minority groups is something worth investigating. This topic, therefore, seeks to explore the possible reasons that have contributed to Senegal’s long history of peaceful political process amidst the region that has been characterized by political instability and violence for the past five decades.
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